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Overhead Projections

preae tn wandalism

can imprenve the ability of pupils
1o hesar the teacher,

Sound masking Is a wedl
established technigue for
Improwing privacy in apen plan
affices or in $ituations whera
partitioning ar stud walls ara not
perfamming well anough, or where
tha much reduced nalse of
whiming fans and drives in
midern affice mashinery
providies ingufficient masking in
itself, In essence it involves
adding white noke at & level
which compromises the

= Intalligibility of reartey
| comversations but which is not sa

Armstrong’s ceiling tile is winning big
business in the US and now it's Europe's
turn, And, as the company's SERGE THIERRY
says, i-ceilings not only helps you make

a big noise in public, it also helps

keep conversations secret, too

DVERREADPROJETI

LALMCHED IN 2001, i-ceilings is
the first audio product to come
from Armstrong Warld Industries,
the Penneylvania based glabal
supglier of specialist foors,
cellings are cabinets, & licansee
of NXT, Armstrong has made
impressive use of MXT technology
o produce cedling com pansnt
systems for Backgrea nd music,
paging and sound masking.

Fram the architect/designes
parspectiva this is an ideal
salutian: it ts discreet ta the paint
of il bity, hes o above-
celling space issues conceming
iredallation, and it offars an awdio
performance significantly better
suited to these apolications than
conwentional plenum-tassd cone
ks peakers.

Businesses in tha LIS hawe
been quick to appreciate the
banafits, and installations in
that initial launch zane are
burgecning. The marketing push
hias absa begun in Europe and
sales ara beginning ta ramp up.
Serge Theamy, Ammstrong’ Paris-
bersed vice president Tor Strategy

Marketing Initiative explains:
‘Basically, aur marketing
appraach for new buildings s to
52y, “You already have & lot af
mntrusions on your cellings that
could spodl the aesthetics of the
design, Armstrong is offering a
high quality spealar that looks
and installs lilke a celling tile.
Plus, MXT's technology miskes it
difficult to hear whane the saund
Is actually caming from." It
soirms i ba working.'

Evan sound dispersion and
the near imvisibllity of its source
B clearly awinning combination,
and suited fo all mannear of
inatallatiores, 'We started with big
redail stores. Mow we are mawing
fo smaller authets like banks and
insurance campanies, In France,
for axample, we have put
systemns imba pharmacies —
muosthy to play background music
and for sales ennawncements, In
the UK we are beginning to have
S0ME S in education,
whiere with a very small
migrophone and just one speaker
at the back of the ¢lagsmam we

Eroat as to become a substantial
distraction in i=edf. Once again,
i-ceiling has faund Success and
It= sound masking sysbenms have
Lesen met with ready acceptance
in hospitals, mursing homes,
doctors practices and so on.

Armstrong's installations ane
based on standardised
campanend sets with sat-ups
aptirnisad according to
individual requirements.
Typically, one baudspesker parel
12 required per 25 square matres.
of ceiling area and the sound
output is configunsd wsing
programmable DSFs.

“Sourd masking is relatively
well kg in the States, whers
marry oifices ara large open
=paces with cubicles, It hes bean
used for at least ten yaars. In
Europe, most affice spaces heave
tradithonally been separated by
partitians and sound masking is
erily just coming im. It is wery
difficutt to traat an acoustic ina
PEsEivE WaY DECEUSE YU s
hriow exactly whit will ba the
desian of the space at the end of
the day, espacially with the
changes that are s0.of ten made
within companies thess days,
Wery often, sownd insulation that
witti fine whan a building was.
cammissioned is compromtszd
whan partibanang end walls are
mudified for rearrangement or to
add cabling ete,

“It waes i Slow beginning in
Eurape bacausa we had to
comvinea people about the
Eystam, but in the last six bo eight
manths it has really started to
pick up. Wi bagan in tha LK
because wa have 8 good base and
MXT technology was best knawn
there. And now we are moving in
France and Banedux and also
hiave aur first order in Slowenia.
S0 alneady it begins to migrate,
step-by-stap.’
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